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Dear Colleague,

The Australian Education Union is opposed to the NAPLAN national testing program which will be held across Australia during May. This opposition is based on sound educational reasons derived from curriculum principles, academic research and the experience of our members.

The NAPLAN tests provide only poor quality information about students’ achievement levels, they are not diagnostic and they are not related to the overall school curriculum. They make almost no contribution to student learning and can lead to some, often very young, students being classified as failures.

The Federal and State Ministers have indicated that the results of NAPLAN tests will be published on a school-by-school basis to encourage parents to compare schools. The media have already indicated that they will use this data to construct school league tables.

This context has made NAPLAN into a high stakes testing program where schools, encouraged by the Education Department, are diverting teaching time from their normal school program to coaching for the test.                       
Due to the Federal Industrial Relations laws the union is unable to take industrial action to oppose the NAPLAN tests. We recommend however, that you use the information and strategies set out in the kit to encourage your school community to oppose the NAPLAN testing program and to raise the awareness of parents about good assessment and reporting practice. 

Yours sincerely,
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MARY BLUETT

AEU President

Action Ideas for AEU Sub-Branches

tc \l1 "Action ideas for AEU Sub-Branches
To achieve strong, united opposition to the NAPLAN testing program use the information in this Kit. Also keep your eye on the AEU News, Primary and Secondary Sector Newsletters and AEU Bulletins for more activity ideas.

Work together with teachers in your school

tc \l3 "Work together with teachers in your schoolOrganise a sub-branch meeting to develop a plan of action for NAPLAN.

Organise meetings/discussions/forums. It is important that teachers and parents discuss assessment issues so that decisions can be made in an informed way. There is plenty of information in this kit and AEU officers may be able to offer assistance on request. Now is a good time to make contacts with neighbouring schools so that you can organise together.

Target the Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 teachers; they may feel isolated, so include them in activities and discussions and ensure they are supported. 

Work together with parents

tc \l3 "Work together with parentsDistribute letters to parents with information about their right to choose whether or not their children participate in the NAPLAN tests. Letters such as the sample attached, should either be mailed to parents or distributed outside the school grounds. 
Establish links with parents of Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students. Distribute information about problems with standardised testing in general. Use school-based evidence where it is available.

Communicate with School Council

tc \l3 "Communicate with School CouncilSeek School Council support for:

· existing assessment strategies and a commitment to school-based assessment and reporting linked to the actual curriculum,

· the right to choose at the school level which testing/assessment instruments are the most appropriate,

· the Department of Education and Training collecting information for its own purposes by light sampling rather than universal statewide testing.


tc \l3 "Use the media

Use the local media to promote the value of school-based assessment. If you can provide photos and some text then your contribution is much more likely to be published.

Work together with other schools in your area

tc \l3 "Work together with other schools in your areaMake contacts with neighbouring schools and organise together. Organise a local meeting to discuss assessment issues.

Communicate with the Principal

tc \l3 "Communicate with the PrincipalMeet with the principal. If your principal is an AEU member they will have received an AEU Bulletin referring to NAPLAN testing. The NAPLAN Checklist for Principals is included in this kit. Use this as the basis for your discussion with the principal.
Let the Department and the Minister for Education know what you think about the NAPLAN test.

tc \l3 "Let the Department and the Minister for Education know what you think about the AIM test.Register a protest about the NAPLAN with the Minister for Education or the Department of Education. You can use any of the following contact points:

Dr  Peter Dawkins
Secretary

Department of Education 
33 St Andrews Place

East Melbourne Vic 3002

Fax:
(03) 9637 2690

The Honourable Bronwyn Pike
Minister for Education


Fax:
(03) 9637 2800




NB Do not use the school fax or email
Undertake school-based research

tc \l3 "Undertake school-based researchSchool-based investigation will help you understand the views of teachers and parents. If your school is interested in undertaking a research project examining some aspect of the NAPLAN testing program or student assessment and reporting to parents, the AEU can support your project in a number of ways. 

Contact John Graham at the AEU to discuss how the AEU can support your project.
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SUB-BRANCH RESOLUTION ON NAPLAN
The AEU sub-branch is opposed to the NAPLAN standardised testing program on strong educational grounds.  We are committed to formal school-based student assessment and reporting as a vital part of the teaching and learning process. We believe that student assessment and reporting should arise out of the learning intentions of the school's curriculum and provide students and parents with a comprehensive picture of a student's progress and directions for future learning.

The legitimate needs of system self-monitoring can be met by representative light sampling methods which are relatively inexpensive and can provide accurate and  useful information without any of the negative outcomes of mass standardised testing.


NAPLAN CHECKLIST FOR PRINCIPALS
tc \l1 "AIM Checklist for Principals
The principal plays a key leadership role within the school and this is especially important when it comes to dealing with a controversial issue such as NAPLAN testing.

The principal can ensure that:

· the issues are discussed openly;

· the voices of parents and teachers are heard;

· various points of view are respected; and

· there is a clear school policy.

To achieve strong, united opposition to the NAPLAN tests use the information in this Kit to promote discussion and decision-making about NAPLAN. Also keep your eye on the AEU News and the PCA Bulletin for more activity ideas.

Communicate with teachers in your school

tc \l3 "Communicate with teachers in your schoolOrganise a staff meeting to develop a plan of action for NAPLAN.

Respect teachers' professional responsibility to discuss their concerns about NAPLAN with parents.

Target the year 3, 5, 7 and 9 teachers; they may feel isolated, so include them in activities and discussions and ensure that they are supported. 

Organise a meeting with representatives from the AEU Sub-Branch.

Communicate with parents

tc \l3 "Communicate with parentsOrganise a community meeting/ discussion/forum. It is important that teachers and parents discuss assessment issues so that decisions can be made in an informed way.  

Establish links with parents of Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students.

Respect parents’ prerogative to distribute letters to other parents with information about their right to choose whether or not their children participate in the NAPLAN tests. 

Letters such as the sample attached, can be mailed to parents or distributed outside the school grounds. 
Communicate with School Council

tc \l3 "Communicate with School CouncilAgenda assessment for a School Council meeting. Seek School Council support for:

· school-based assessment and reporting linked to the actual curriculum,

· the right to choose at the school level those testing/assessment instruments which the School Council believes are most appropriate,

· collecting system information by light sampling rather than statewide testing.

School Councils are able to distribute materials to parents presenting the arguments against the NAPLAN tests and ensuring they are aware of their right to seek an exemption for their child from the these tests.

Communicate with the media

tc \l3 "Communicate with the mediaUse the local media to promote the value of school-based assessment. If you can provide photos and some text then your contribution is much more likely to be published.

Communicate with other schools in your area

tc \l3 "Communicate with other schools in your areaMake contacts with neighbouring schools and the principals in your area so that you can share ideas and organise together.

Organise a joint local meeting to discuss assessment issues. Now is a good time to make contacts with neighbouring schools so that you can organise together.

Communicate with the Department of Education 

tc \l3 "Communicate with the Department of EducationRegister a protest about the NAPLAN tests through the Regional Director. 

Undertake school-based research

tc \l3 "Undertake school-based researchIf your school is interested in undertaking a research project examining some aspect of the NAPLAN program, the AEU can support your project in a number of ways. 

Contact John Graham in the AEU Research Workgroup to discuss your ideas and the ways in which the AEU can support your project.

Implementing the AIM tests

Consider implementing the NAPLAN tests yourself rather than expecting teachers to carry out a task that is professionally compromising.

Questions and Answers about the NAPLAN Teststc \l1 "Questions and Answers about the AIM Tests
Q.
What is AEU policy on the NAPLAN tests?

A.
The AEU is opposed to the NAPLAN tests on educational grounds because they are a form of statewide standardised population testing. This was the same reason we opposed the AIM tests. The AEU Fact Sheet in this kit sets out detailed reasons for our opposition.

Q.
What alternative to NAPLAN does the AEU support?
A.
The AEU supports formal, school-based student assessment and reporting as a vital part of the teaching and learning process. The AEU is convinced that parents, students, teachers and schools will get the most comprehensive picture of student progress when:

· assessment is linked to school-based curriculum and not political interests;

· curriculum and assessment are integral to the school-based planning and evaluation process;

· the professional expertise of teachers is recognised as important to this process; and

· constant interaction takes place between parents and teachers which ensures that assessment and reporting are responsive to the needs of each group.

The AEU opposes NAPLAN because it does not fit this framework.
Q.
What action should teachers take against the NAPLAN tests?

A.
The most important action that can be undertaken by teachers is to ensure that parents are made aware that it is their right to choose whether or not their children participate in the NAPLAN testing program. Professional action could also include holding public forums and informing parents about teachers' professional opinions. 
If AEU sub-branches do not want AEU members to be involved in the testing program, they should raise this issue with the principal or through the consultation process.  The sub-branch should indicate that non-members should be allocated to the testing program.

Sub-branches should contact the AEU if they wish to discuss these strategies or any other possibilities.

Q.
What should a teacher do if  instructed to implement the NAPLAN tests?

A.
Teachers are required to follow lawful  instructions from the principal. To avoid confusion, such instruction should be in writing. 

Q.
On what grounds can students be withdrawn or exempted from the NAPLAN tests?
A.
Students can be withdrawn or exempted on the basis of parents' requests and also according to the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority guidelines.

Q.
Do parents have to provide a written request for NAPLAN withdrawal or exemption?
A.
Yes.  Parents should sign the VCAA pro-forma included with this kit.  It can also be found at http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/schooladmin/forms/naplan/studentwithdrawal.pdf 

Q.
Do principals have to contact parents who request the withdrawal or exemption for their child from NAPLAN?

A.
No. 

Q.
Will NAPLAN results be published


on a school-by-school basis? 
A
Yes. Each school’s NAPLAN results will be published on a government website. Each school will have a ‘profile’ which will list a range of data including its NAPLAN results and ‘like school’ and Australian averages.

While State and Federal Governments have indicated that they will not themselves publish school league tables, media organisations are likely to do so.

 Fact Sheet on Universal Testing (NAPLAN)
tc \l1 " Fact Sheet on Universal Testing (AIM)
Universal testing has little educational value.
· tc \l3 "Universal testing has little educational value.Universal statewide testing does not provide additional, relevant, high quality,  teaching and learning information for parents, teachers and students to act upon.  The tests are not diagnostic, nor are they related to schools’ curriculum programs.

· Because of large variations in test preparation and administration, across schools and from one class to another, the validity and reliability of NAPLAN tests will be highly questionable.

· NAPLAN tests will be disruptive and time-consuming for schools.  They will further crowd the curriculum.

· Universal testing provides only a one day snapshot of student performance and this frequently gives children and parents the wrong idea about the real level of achievement. A more accurate and appropriate indication is gained through the school’s existing assessment and reporting processes.

· Unconstructive and sometimes damaging “typing” of students as dumb and smart occurs, as some parents and students parade and compare test results.

· By focussing on limited student outcomes, NAPLAN will militate against, and devalue the importance of: co-operative learning; integrated curriculum; sensitivity to cultural difference and pluralism; the key link between physical and emotional development and the process of learning.

· Parents trust and value teachers’ judgements about student progress more than they do the universal testing. 

· Many parents do not discuss the NAPLAN reports with their child and their teachers.

· Completed test papers are not made available for teachers’ use or for discussion with parents.

· The three month gap between NAPLAN test administration and the reporting of results makes a mockery of any idea that students  could learn from this test. 

Universal testing undermines teachers and schools. 

· tc \l3 "Universal testing undermines teachers and schools.Universal statewide testing devalues and belittles locally-based assessment practices, along with the associated parent and teacher inputs. 

· Universal statewide testing undermines the professional role of the teacher in the learning and assessment process. It demonstrates the government’s lack of trust in teachers.

Universal testing is an expensive political exercise.

· tc \l3 "Universal testing is an expensive political exercise.Universal statewide testing satisfies political needs only, appearing to meet the electorate’s reported clamour for accountability.

· The budget for the testing program is around $4.7 million per annum. If teachers’ and principals’ time is also factored in, this amount could be doubled. This diverts funds from declining education budgets.

The NAPLAN tests can be misused.

· tc \l3 "The AIM tests are unnecessary.NAPLAN test results can be used to construct and publish misleading and unfair school league tables. Such league tables destabilise schools and undermine the local provision of education.

NAPLAN testing is unnecessary

· Sample testing can provide valid and reliable data for system quality assurance at a fraction of the cost of population testing and without the many negative consequences. 
· School-based assessment provides close and regular monitoring of student achievement and progress. It provides diagnostic information about student literacy and numeracy achievement which can be immediately followed up by the teacher. NAPLAN testing cannot and does not do this.

NAPLAN Letter to Parentstc \l1 "AIM Letter to Parents
Dear Parents,

The Victorian Government plans to test all children in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 this year.  The test is called the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN).
You can choose whether or not you want your child to be tested through NAPLAN.
Parents and teachers are opposing these tests because: 

· NAPLAN provides poor quality information about children which may be misused.

· NAPLAN does not help children's learning

· only a small part of what is taught is tested.

· the tests assume that all children come from the same background

· the tests make some children feel like failures.

· there have been many problems with the quality of the tests

This Government will spend several millions of dollars on unnecessary testing rather than on using the money to reduce class sizes – something which we know will improve the educational achievement of students. 

If you are concerned about the impact that NAPLAN may have on your child, we urge you to: 
(i)
fill in the VCAA Student Withdrawal Form (following) and send it to the principal of your child's school.  This form tells the school that you do not want your child to participate in the NAPLAN testing program. You have the right to insist that your child does not do the NAPLAN test. 
(ii)
send a letter or fax to the Minister for Education, Bronwyn Pike.  A sample letter and fax to send to the Minister follows.  Alternatively, you may want to use the information to assist you in drawing up your own letter.  
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NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM – LITERACY AND NUMERACY (NAPLAN)

Student Withdrawal Form 2009

	VCAA Privacy Statement

The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) is a statutory authority established under the Education and Training Reform Act 2006. The VCAA is committed to protecting all personal information collected and handling this data in accordance with the Information Frivacy Act 2000. All information collected will be kept secure and confidential.


Form also available online: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/prep10/
The parent / guardian must sign this form.
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   ___________________________________________

___________________________

                   Signature of Parent/Guardian





                                           Date

RETAIN THIS FORM AT THE SCHOOL.

RECORD STUDENT WITHDRAWALS ON THE PARTICIPATION RETURN FORM.

The Hon. Bronwyn Pike
Minister for Education  

Level 1, 2 Treasury Place

EAST MELBOURNE   VIC   3002

Dear Minister,

As a parent of a student in a Victorian government school who has been told that my child will be undertaking a NAPLAN test, I am opposed to the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) standardised testing program on strong educational grounds.  I believe that student assessment and reporting should arise out of the learning intentions of the school's curriculum and provide students and parents with a comprehensive picture of a student's progress and directions for future learning.

I am opposed to these tests because: 

· NAPLAN provides poor quality information about children’s achievement levels which may be misused.

· NAPLAN does not help children's learning
· only a small part of what is taught is tested.
· the tests assume that all children come from the same background

· the tests make some children feel like failures.
· there have been many problems with the quality of these tests

The large amount of public money which is being spent on these tests should be directed into reducing class sizes which help to improve the learning of all of our children.

Yours sincerely,
facsimile transmittal
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Dear Minister,

As a parent of a student in a Victorian government school who has been told that my child will be undertaking a NAPLAN test, I am opposed to the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) standardised testing program on strong educational grounds.  I believe that student assessment and reporting should arise out of the learning intentions of the school's curriculum and provide students and parents with a comprehensive picture of a student's progress and directions for future learning.

The large amount of public money which is being spent on these tests should be directed into reducing class sizes which help to improve the learning of all of our children.
STATEWIDE STANDARDISED TESTING
(Extract from AEU Annual Conference policy)

1.
Introduction
1.1
The AEU is adamantly opposed to the imposition of statewide standardised testing into Victorian schools.

1.2
Such testing will provide no new useful or authentic information about student progress or learning needs, will not improve student learning outcomes and will have only negative effects upon the curriculum, students, teachers, parental understanding of school education and the government school system as a whole.

1.3
The AEU is convinced that parents, students, teachers and schools will get the most comprehensive picture of student progress when:

i)
assessment is linked to school-based curriculum and not political interests;

ii)
curriculum and assessment are part of the same school-based planning and evaluation process;

iii)
the professional expertise of teachers is recognised as integral to this process; and

iv)
when there is constant interaction between parents and teachers to ensure assessment strategies are responsive to the needs of each group.

2.
Political Purpose

2.1
The imposition of statewide standardised testing is a costly exercise in political expediency.  Instead of providing resources to address the needs of students identified by teachers, funds will be misused in one-off decontextualised testing to give the appearance that the Government is doing something about those needs.

2.2
Little, if any, funding has been allocated by the government to provide the necessary support to students and teachers to address the outcomes of any testing programs.

3.
Effects on School Communities
3.1
Statewide standardised testing has no educational value.  Its aim is comparability between students, teachers, schools and systems of schooling.

3.2 Experience in Australia and educational systems elsewhere indicates that comparative information gained through mass testing is misused and has negative effects upon individual members of the school community, the school itself and the public system of schooling as a whole:

(i)
Students: Norm-based tests which use statewide averages mean that success for some is based upon failure for others.

(ii)
Teachers: Class results are compared and poor student performance is associated with deficiencies in individual teachers.  The information can be misused in performance review processes. Further, the professional judgements of teachers and the status of teachers as experts in pedagogy and child development are undermined.

(iii)
Parents: A distorted view of student learning progress is gained with only a small fraction of the curriculum being tested.

(iv)
Schools: League tables of schools are developed, either formally or informally, particularly in deregulated and devolved school systems, 

(v)
Public systems of schooling: Media use of data, gained either formally or informally is used to criticise and undermine the government school system, particularly as test results do not address the differences in student population in the different sectors and systems of schooling.

4.
Curriculum Outcomes
Statewide testing produces a range of negative curriculum outcomes:

(i)
Distortions occur to the school curriculum as teachers teach to the tests.  The curriculum is narrowed as time and resources are focused on improving test scores.

(ii)
The integrity of subject disciplines and the role of critical learning are threatened.

(iii)
Curriculum diversity and complexity aimed at serving local and individual needs are reduced.

(iv)
Programs and learning processes which are most effective for students with special needs receive less attention and are replaced by drill and practice routines.

5.
Accountability
5.1
Statewide standardised teaching is an inappropriate, invalid and unreliable means of making teachers, schools or public schooling systems "accountable".

5.2
Test results:

(i)
Reflect cultural bias and reaffirm pre-existing social divisions based on socio-economic status, the use of English as a second language etc.

(ii)
Do not provide new information about student skills or capacities and yield little, if any, diagnostic information.

(iii) Provide information about low order skills rather than more complex higher order skills.

(iv)
Focus on abstract skills isolated from the school's curriculum program.

(v)
Provide a one-off distorted snapshot of student achievement which bears little relationship to student learning outcomes resulting from the completion of a course of study. 

5.3
Genuine accountability processes focus on improving student learning outcomes through comprehensive school-based assessment and reporting programs which:

(i)
Arise out of the learning intentions of the school's curriculum.

(ii)
Provide students and their parents with a comprehensive picture of a student's progress and directions for future learning.

(iii)
May include agreed state or national curriculum profiles which have the potential to link student progress to common external criteria indicating the developmental stages within a learning area.

5.4
The legitimate needs of system self-monitoring can be met by representative light sampling methods which are relatively inexpensive and can provide accurate and useful information without any of the negative outcomes of mass standardised testing.

..........
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BLOCK LETTERS (PRINT)








School Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








Student last name ______________________________________________________   Student  first  name  ________________________________________________________








Is withdrawn from NAPLAN 2009.








Year level (circle)	3	5	7	9
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